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Originateve is in the season of birthing. New life is
bubbling out of every corner of our community. This is present
everywhere, on ever scale from our personal lives to new
initiatives to new programs and new organizations.
To balance the excitement of new growth is the birthing
pains. Creating new beauty is not without toil and trial. We are
forced to realize our flaws and change our lives and work
harder than we thought possible to bring the vision to fruition.
In Denver, we are birthing a new accreditation body to
further the work of Originateve here in the United States as
well as other growing holistic education programs. In Esparza,
we are birthing a further addition to the studio with the
alternative high school program. In Jinan, we are birthing
many new programs and ceremonies for students, teachers,
interns, and parents as well. And many, many possibilities that
we can just see the crown of. Projects like chicken coops to
recycled playgrounds to new interests to renegade compost
piles fill the time between these other projects until we are
overflowing with projects, creativity, and possibility. It is an
exciting time to take part of the work of Originateve.
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Indigenous Word of the Month

Yoik is a Saami word meaning to conjure the essence
of a thing. The Yoik is the Saami cultural music tradition. They
do not sing songs about things but believe that the song is
evoking the essence or spirit of that thing. These songs often
have short lyrics or no lyrics at all. Today, there are some
Saami musicians who have incorporated modern influences into their Yoik style but the
traditional Yoik style is still practiced by many and is referred to as the “mumbling style.” Yoik
has been suppressed by some Christian and other authorities through its recent history possibly
because of its evocative quality and connection to the Sami shamanistic tradition. The Saami
people are native to Scandinavia, living in what is now known as Sweden, Norway, and Finland.
They traditional lived as reindeer herders and thus a lot of the mythic imagery involves the
reindeer. In modern times, about 10% of the Sami population continues to herd reindeer.
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Ron’s Riddle
Following war a stubborn statement made in the rubble where no one else could stand you took a
second victory but saved your poison for some future gentrification a father staking his claim, a
doctor easing pain, sterilizing, opportunistic, capitalistic, land grabber, your reputation far
precedes the modernist isms and jealous stabs from the slow in stature, their criticism canceled
by the fluttering ladies of silk who tolerate your halitosis; such socialization aside, in your wise
age you manage to send fifty-thousand messages a year to your legacy, a cacophony of
calligraphy of ancient script read by phoenix eyes; the work of a conqueror, the silent stoicism
of the one who guards the Jade Emperor.
A Tale of Two Chickens
Since their departure from Esparza and their return to Denver, Ron and Jill have been
working tirelessly to transform their backyard into a living and growing
learning environment. This has included many new
additions including hugelkultur garden beds and
plants rescued from dumpsters. One of the major
projects has been the creation of a new chicken
coop. The coop is now the home to seventeen
happy clucking chickens. They are a daily joy to
have around the house and will eventually provide
eggs and compost for the garden. The chicken
American Chicken
coop will be adorned with art. There are currently
two parodies of famous works of art with the
(Parody of American Gothic)
heads replaced with chicken head that will be a
Mona Chicken
part of the coop (see pictures.) These are expected to greatly improve
(Parody of Mona Lisa)
chicken culture.

Birth of ICHEL
By the candle light of Originateve Board Meetings, a new fruit has come from the vine of
the conversation that never ends. We are creating a new organization to further the work of
Originateve and the field of holistic education as well. ICHEL stands for the International
Council of Holistic Education and Learning. This organization will accredited holistic education
programs throughout the world – including Originateve and mentor educational programs in their
process of become deeper places of learning.
Here is an excerpt from the mission statement of the bylaws of ICHEL:
The mission of the International Council of Holistic Education and Learning is to
promote, validate and improve excellence in the public and private field of Holistic
Education instruction and administration through the creation and application of
accreditation standards, policies and methodologies of Holistic Education Programs and
Learning Institutions worldwide. ICHEL aims to cultivate the integration of cognitive,
emotional, spiritual and physical development of the human being in relation to the
cosmos and all strata of existence. ICHEL achieves its mission by using rigorous
multidimensional standards and methodologies to foster continuous program
development through an organic and cyclical process of regular integrated professional
assessment, self-reflection and peer evaluation.

Originateve Newsletter

2014 November

4

English Word of the Month
Awesome is one of the most overused words in the modern English language in
American culture. Currently awesome is defined as an adjective meaning “extremely impressive
or daunting; inspiring great admiration, apprehension, or fear.” In recent history in the United
States, it has been weakened into a catch-all word used to describe anything positive or used as
an affirmative phrase. In the 1600’s, the word had a very different meaning. In this time
awesome was defined as “profoundly reverential.” This old usage is much more alive with
meaning and purpose. We can speak with more eloquence when we know what our words mean
and where they come from.
First Ceremony of Descent in Jinan, China
The first Ceremony of Descent in Jinan recently took place. The ceremony is a way of
honoring the community, a way of honoring the individual growth, a way to practice eloquence,
a way to honor story, a way to keep the world alive. This particular ceremony was as beautiful
and meaningful as previous ones have been remembered as. The ceremony was unique to the
culture of Jinan and the community there but no less meaningful.
Candice – one of the interns in Jinan – responded to the ceremony in this way:
"I just realized that I am pushed forward by time every day when three months passed
away without any feeling. The most exciting moment came on Friday’s evening. To be honest, I
did not know what would happen on that night until I came to the ceremony. That is why when
my family and friends asked me what ceremony that would be, I could not explain. I know they
were little bit disappointed when the ceremony was over, because they could not understand
anything. But I still appreciate they were there with me. I don’t know why but I could see every
interpreter was quite nervous that day. I was thinking probably I would also be nervous if I stood
on the stage. But I was not. I felt my friends and family were together with me and they were
looking at me.
I know John is famous as Strong Man in Spotlight. At the same time, I know there is an
Iron Man in Spotlight. He is the guy who has been working with me for over 5 months, the guy
who devotes most of his time into Spotlight and the guy who always works until late night.
Nevertheless, the Iron Man cried for the first time in front of so many people on Friday. I was
touching at that moment and finally my tears ran down when I saw the picture he took for me
secretly. When I walked out of the building of Spotlight, I looked up into sky. I could see myriad
stars were twinkling above my head. Carl is like one of the brightest stars illuminating the road
ahead of us.”
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